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Tho  fir.::  area  of  Argent  in-,  cmountfs  to  6,007,000,  an  increase  of 
297,000  acres  over  the  previous  estimate,  according  to  the  now  official 
estimate  just  cabled  "by  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture.  Tho 
area  sown  last  year  amounted  to  6,323,000  acres,  but  because  of  drought 
and  locust  damage,  the  area  harvested  amounted  to  only  5,379,000  acres. 
The  Uruguay  acreage  is  officially  reported  at  125,100  acres  compared  with 
124,000  acres  in  1924. 

Harvest  returns  so  far  reported  in  tho  northern  hemisphere,  although 
not  generally  equal  to  the  good  crop  of  1924  -.re  above  estimates  for  other 
recent  yoars,  and  in  tho  aggregate,  are  above  reports  for  the  same  countries 
in  the  pre-war  period  1909-13.    This  total  includes  figures  for  the  United 
States  and  Canada  and  several  minor  producing  countries  in  Europe.  No 
definite  estimate  of  flaxseed  production  is  available  for  Russia  but  the 
Russian  Review  of  October  1  states  that  the  total  Russian  crop  of  oilseeds, 
Including  flax,  hemp  and  sunflower  seed,  is  expected  to  be  between  9,000 
and  9,400  million  pounds  compared  with  4,700  million  pounds  in  1924.  Previous 
reports  from  Russia  indicated  an  increase  in  the  total  flax  acreage  of  about 
a  fifth  over  1924  but  since  some  of  this  acreage  is  used  for  fibor  it  docs 
not  necessarily  indicate  a  corresponding  incror.se  in  flaxseed  production. 
Flax  is  now  being  sown  in  India.    No  definite  statement  is  available  on  condi- 
tions of  the  soil  or  the  progress  of  the  seeding.    The  first  official  estimate 
of  flax  acreage  for  India  is  not  expected  until  in  December. 

FLAXSEED:    Estimated  production  for  countries  reported 
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:  36,487 
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FLATBED  PRODUCTION  IN         NOPTHEFN  HMIgPHERE 

The  November  Flaxseed  production  estimates  for  the  United  states  and 
Canada  indicate  slightly  smaller  crops  than  were  expected  in  October.  The 
No"ve rubor  estimate  for  the  United  States  is  22,532,000  bushels  compared  with 
the  October  estimate  of  23*225,000  and  a  1924  production  of  30,173,000 
bushels.     The  latest  report  from  Canada  predicts  a  yield  of  9,354,000  bushels 
compared  with  the  earlier  estimate  of  9,453,000  and  a  1924  production  of 
9,695,000  bushels.    The  reduction  was  probably  due  to  the  cold,  wet  weather  at 
end  of  September  which  hindered  harvesting. 

Conditions  in  Europe  are  generally  favorable.    The  Latvian  crop  aided 
favorable  weather  has  improved  and  is  better  than  was  originally  supposed, 
■honia  too  has  reported  improved  weather.    The  regular  supply  is  due  in 
uuber.    Flax  sowing  in  Argentina  is  practically  finished.    No  revision  has 

received  of  the  estimate  of  acreage  sewn,  previously  reported  at 
,7,000  acres  compared  with  6,323,000  acres  sown  last  year,  of  which  only 
5,379,000  were  harvested.    A  preliminary  estimate  of  flax  seed  production  is 
expected  soon. 

Nev;  estimates  received  together  with  revisions  of  figures  published  in 
the  issue  of  October  26,  are  summarized  below*  In  comparing  With  last  year's 
production  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  1924  crop  was  a  very  good  one.  • 


FLAXSEED:    Estimated  production  for  countries  reported. 
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7,140 

:         9,695  : 

9,354 

United  States  (revised)....... 

• 

17,060  < 

:        30,173  < 

22,332 

Lithuania  (revised)........... 
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1,006 

Be  1 g ium ............oo......... 

413  j 

:             464  : 
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Total,  9  countries  

e 

:      27,349  j 

!        43,762  j 

36,343 

a/lCncludes  Netherlands,  Latvia,  Italy  and  .Bulgaria.  See  Foreign  Crops  and 
Llarkets,  Octobsr  26,  page  687  for  details. 
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INCREASED  ARGENTINE  FLAXSEED  CROP 


The  first  official  forecast  of  the  Argentine  flaxseed  harvest 
for  1925-26  is  75,000,000  bushels  or  an  increase  of  67  per  cent  over 
the  45,000,000  bushels  harvested  in  1924-25,  according  to  a  cable  to 
the  United  States  Department  of  'Agriculture  from  the  International 
Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Rome.    Adding  the  production  now  forecast  to 
the  total  production  for  9  countries  reported  by  this  Department  on 
November  14,  in  our  report  F.S./FF-2,  the  total  production  for  10 
countries  reported  to  date  amounts  to  about  111,000,000  bushels  compared 
with  89 ,000 ,000  bushels  produced  in  the  same  countries  last  year.  Russia 
the  only  important  producer  not  reported  for  this  year,  is  expected 
to  have  a  crop  as  large  as  or  larger  than  in  1924. 

As  now  estimated  this  year's  Argentine  crop  will  be  the  largest  in 
at  least  the  last  13  years,  although  the  indicated  yield,  per  acre,  12.5 
bushels  on  the  basis  of  the  present  estimate,  is  lower  than  the  12.6 
bushels  realized  in  1916  and  1920.    Harvesting,  however,  will  not  be 
general  in  Argentina  for  more  than  a  month  yet,  and  there  is  a  chance  for 
improvement  or  deterioration  before  the  outturn  is  definitely  determined. 

The  first  official  estimate  of  acreage  of  the  flax  crop  of  Indiai 
which  will  be  harvested  from  January  to  April,  is  expected  in  December. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 

v \     ,n  \  "  Washington 
^^s-     V  December  21,  1925. 

FF-4        V  FOREIGN  NETJS  ON  FLAX  AND  FLAXSEED 


RUSSIAN  FLAXSEED  AND  HEMP SEED  PRODUCTION  LARGE 


V 
AGRICUI 


-^-^"TMENT  OF  AGWC^ 

Production  of  flrxsecd  end  hempsced  in  Russia  for  1925  sho\7s  a 
great  increase  over  the  1924  production,  according  to  estimates  received 
in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  from  the  Russian  Information  Bureau 
quoting  the  Economic  Review.    The  fl-xsecd  crop  is  estimated  to  be 
24,605,000  bushels  compared  with  16,523,000  bushels  as  reported  by  the 
International  Institute  for  1924.    This  would  be  an  increase  of  ?bout 
50  per  cent.    Acrerge,  according  to  the  Russian  Review,  is  3,414,000 
acres  or  -bout  a  19  par  cent  increase  over  the  International  Institute 
figures  of  2,864,000  seres  for  1924.     Acreage  and  production  apparently 
have  increased  rapidly  since  1920. 

The  second  fl~xsced  production  estirrrte  for  Argentina,  issued 
December  15,  leaves  unchanged  the  previous  figure  of  75,000,000  bushels. 
The  crop  in  Poland  is  estimated  at  2,307,000  bushels  comp-red  with 
2,240,000  bushels  1-st  year.     An  estimate  for  France  recently  received 
from  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Rome  pl-ccs  the  flax- 
seed crop  at  315,000  bushels  compared  with  355,000  bushels  in  1924  while 
the  rroduction  in  Esthonia  is  estimated  at  518,000  bushels  compared  *rifch 
460,000  last  year.    Adding  these  new  estimates  to  the  total  previously 
reported  in  F.S./FF-3,  November  17,  the  total  as  now  estira  ted  amounts  to 
139.  million  bushels  compared  with  108  million  for  the  same  countries  in 
1924  and  102  million  in  1923. 

The  henpsccd  estimate  of  Russia  is  placed  at  27,407,000  bushels 
according  to  the  Russian  Information  Bureau.    This  would  be  65  per  cent 
more  than  16,575,000  bushels  for  1924  reported  by  the  International 
Institute  of  Agriculture . 
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